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As you know from our previous reports, the World Health Organization's cancer agency has been conducting a
review of coffee and cancer, and is scheduled to release the results tomorrow morning during a press conference,
9:00am EDT. IARC just today reasserted that an "embargo" of the findings remains in effect - which means that

the confidentiality restrictions surrounding the proceedings are still in force.

In the meantime, however, the results of the proceedings appear to have been leaked in Europe, with Italian, Swiss,
and UK news outlets first reporting that coffee has been given a new classification by IARC, followed by inquiries
from U.S. news outlets. As you may remember, coffee was last reviewed by [ARC in 1991, at which time they
assigned coffee an IARC classification of 2B, meaning that coffee "possibly" causes cancer. Preliminary media
reports are now stating that the new classification of coffee by IARC is a 3 - meaning that coffee cannot be
classified as a carcinogen. This is good news for coffee. Furthermore, some reporters have stated that the IARC

release makes reference to protective effects of coffee with respect to liver cancer and endometrial cancer.

At the same time, media reports also state that IARC has found that "very hot beverages" may cause cancer. The
work regarding "very hot beverages" was reportedly based upon a review of mate and other beverages consumed

in Latin America and the Middle East, when consumed extremely hot through a metal straw.

We will not be in a position to confirm these reports until IARC's press briefing tomorrow; in the meantime, we

have released a holding statement asserting that "if these statements are true" then it is good news for coffee.
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